7th Grade English Language Arts



Mr. Ledford
Kennedy Middle School



cledford@lsps.org 
Course Content: The following units will be covered in this year’s Language Arts classes: point of view, foreshadowing, grammar, spelling, characterization, writing process, memoirs, argumentative writing, narratives, literary elements, informational reading, and presentations.  Our novels may include:  The Outsiders, by S.E. Hinton and Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney.  We are also incorporating the new graphic novel Percy Jackson & The Olympians:  The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan this year. 

Kennedy Middle School Parent-Student Handbook:  Please refer to this book (located on the Kennedy Middle School website) for attendance policy (tardy, absence, etc.) and student code of conduct (including dress code and electronic restrictions), disciplinary actions, and general school information.  I will follow these rules, policies, and guidelines without exceptions.

Classwork/ Homework Updates: On my blog site, http://mrledfordkms.weebly.com/, I will update daily to reflect homework or other assignments that have been given.  Copies and assignments will also be available in class.

Grades:  Parents and students will be able to access grades and attendance through the PowerSchool Parent Portal, which is available on Lake Shore Public School’s website.

Materials needed:

· Kennedy student ID 

· Plenty of lined notebook paper

· Folder or binder (for this class only)

· Acceptable writing utensils (pencil or blue/black pen)
· Highlighters 

· Silent reading material

Students will be responsible for bringing their materials to class every day.  Their classroom folder will be used every day for bell work and writing samples, as well as notes and class work.
Completing Daily Work: Homework is due on the day it is due!! Work will be graded in a timely manner.  Class work should always be kept in class folder and will be graded randomly.  If work is done on an electronic device, it can be emailed to the teacher or sent to a drop box location. 
Make-Up Work:  Any time you are absent, it is your responsibility to get the make-up work.  If you are absent the day of a test or quiz and you knew about the test/ quiz before your absence, you will be asked to make it up the day you return.  Make-up work is only allowed for excused absences.  Your failure to request missed assignments or to schedule a make-up will result in a grade of Zero. YOUR grade is YOUR responsibility! 

RULES and EXPECTATIONS:

1. Respect everyone in the classroom! (Treat everyone like you would like to be treated!)  Keep your hands and feet to yourself and don’t touch other student’s materials.

2.   Students are to be in their seats and ready for class on time.  (This means having all your materials and your pencil sharpened.)  If a student needs to go back to their locker to get something, they will receive an unexcused tardy.

3.  Students are expected to bring their class materials EVERY DAY 

4.  Room 105 is a Yellow zone for phones, ipods and music devices - not for use during teacher instruction, labs, tests, or quizzes.

5.  Student's must raise their hands to participate in classroom discussions and remain in their seats unless given permission.

6.  Dismissal is by the teacher ONLY, not the bell.

7.   Any daily assignments not finished during the designated class time are to be completed as homework and are due the next day. 

8.    It is the student’s responsibility to collect and complete work missed.    Students will have two days for each absence to complete any absent work.          Please refer to my blog site 

9.    Students must follow all classroom rules and safety procedures!  
       Students will be working together often and will be expected to fully participate in ALL activities and discussions (not just be a bystander!)
10. Most importantly, every student will be expected to do their best and have fun!
Grading Procedures:

Each assignment will be given a point value.  Assignments will include worksheets, writing assignments, quizzes, tests, projects, and homework.  Students will be made aware of upcoming quiz and test dates at least two days prior to the test/ quiz.  Students may also receive effort grades for some assignments. 
Tardy Policy:

1. The classroom door will be locked.  

2. You should report to a tardy station.

3. QUIETLY report to your class.  If the door is locked, wait quietly in the hallway and (as soon as I am able) I will unlock the door for you.  Do Not knock and/or bang on my door
4. QUIETLY enter the classroom and place your tardy admit slip on Mrs. Gough’s desk.

5. Begin today’s warm up activity.

Technology:  

I will use technology as a tool, and as the number one source of communication in the classroom.  Please take the time to look over theses websites and become familiar with them as they will be used regularly. 

Weebly:  http://mrledfordkms.weebly.com/ 
Remind101 (for Mr. Ledford’s Classroom): (Students will be asked to sign up, for free, to receive reminders via e-mail or text from me, Parents are also encouraged to sign up to receive these reminders) Follow directions below:

Send text to:  81010 with the message:  @84fh7
Contact Information: 
Please feel free to contact me by email at cledford@lsps.org 
If you are struggling and need extra help with ANYTHING this year, please see me.  I am here to help you; I want you to be successful when you are in (or out) of my classroom. We can arrange a time for extra help that is convenient for both of us. 
