Hybrid Animal Project
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The New Animal Hybrids

by Ian Chillag

One of the funnest jobs in science must be animal-hybrid-namer. A whale plus a dolphin? Why, that’s a “wholphin.” A zebra plus a horse? You got yourself a “zorse.” An interesting article in the New York Times this week got us thinking: why should we be limited to the animal hybrids nature chooses to pair up?

We decided to make our own.

First, I chose to mate a beagle and an eagle, which, using the naming convention above, is called a “beagle.”



Zebra + donkey = zedonk. 
A beagle-eagle hybrid is referred to as a “beagle.”

A “zedonk,” of course, is a zebra plus a donkey. Mike combined a zedonk and a Missy Elliot to make a “zedonkadonk.”

Zedonk + Missy Elliot = Zedonkadonk.

And Eva managed to mate a unicorn and an ear of corn to make a “unicorn.” I would have called it a “cornicorn,” but it’s her terrifying experiment.

Unicorn + corn = UniCorn.

A zedonkadonk.

It’s like the Island of Dr. Moreau in here. Peter adds he’d like to combine a cow, a potato, and a coke to

make a “value meal.” Any more hybrids you’d like to see?

Source: www.npr.org



A beagle-eagle hybrid.

A unicorn.


YOU CREATE A HYBRID ANIMAL!!
As we know, Greek mythology uses MANY hybrid creatures. A hybrid is a combination of at least two different things. A few of the hybrids in Greek mythology are the satyr – ½ man (body) ½ goat (legs), a centaur – ½ man (body) ½ horse (legs), a minotaur – ½ bull (body) ½ man (legs), the chimera – 1/3 lion 1/3 snake 1/3 ram, griffin – ½ eagle ½ lion, and Pegasus – ½ horse ½ bird.   
There are two keys to making this project successful... Make it (semi) realistic AND be creative!

1) Using the internet, search for AT LEAST 2, but NO MORE THEN 4 animals to combine together to creature your hybrid creature.  
· Example: search for “weirdest animals”, “biggest animals”, “slinkiest animals”, “most dangerous animal”, etc. to find new animals you may never have known existed. 

2) Figure out a CREATIVE way to combine the different parts of the animals together to form your custom hybrid creature.
· Example: head of a Duck Billed Platypus, with the neck of a Giraffe, and the body of a Polar Bear.

3) Copy and paste ONLY 1-2 PICTURES for every different animal you choose to combine, to Microsoft Word. 
· Example: 1-2 pictures of a Duck Billed Platypus, with 1-2 pictures of a Giraffe, and 1-2 pictures of a Polar Bear.

4) Now for the hard part: Name your new creature! Be witty! Be funny! Be creative! (refer to the article above for examples of how to combine the names). Use the type tool and choose a creative (READABLE) font to type the name of your creature. 
· Example: Duck Billed Bearaffe
5) Write a description of your hybrid creature, and a short story about it. Use WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN, WHY, and HOW to help you explain your creature. 

· Example: Where does it live? What does it eat? Is it mean or nice? Does it have any powers? 
6) SAVE your file (don’t forget to include your name in the file!) and turn it in.  
7) BE READY TO SHARE YOUR HYRID CREATURE.
EXTRA – Draw a picture of you animal.

Duck Billed Bearaffe
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Head of a Duck Billed Platypus 
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Neck of a Giraffe 
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Body of a Polar Bear
Duck Billed Bearaffe – EXAMPLE

The Duck Billed Bearaffe is an amazing creature! It has the head of a Duck Billed Platypus, with the neck of a Giraffe, and the body of a Polar Bear. Although it may look like it likes cold weather, it does not! It loves the warm weather, and lives in rainforests in the country of Peru. The Duck Billed Bearaffe is not an animal to be messed with. It is VERY mean and can easily bite you in half with its weird looking duck bill. The myth about Duck Billed Bearaffe is that this creature will walk around the rainforests of Peru looking for middle school aged students. When the Duck Billed Bearaffe walks in the forest it is constantly making noises. It groans, it growls, it burps, it sings, it yells, it whistles, and it even farts. This beast is terrible at hiding, so it doesn’t really catch many middle schoolers. But every so often a dumb one will walk by playing Pokemon Go, or singing and dabing with their headphones in, not paying attention, and the Duck Billed Bearaffe will snap them up in his duck bill. So needless to say, all of the middle school kids in Peru all try to stay away from the rainforest, unless there’s a Pikachu in there or a good song to dab to. 
